HELP Act Fact Sheet Massachusetts

The bipartisan HIV Epidemic Loan-Repayment Program (HELP) Act will address the urgent need to support a strong and effective HIV clinical and
dental workforce by authorizing a new loan-repayment program specific to HIV clinical providers. HIV clinicians shortages forecasted by the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention are already widening in parts of the country.

The HELP Act (H.R. 2295) was introduced by Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester (DE-AL.) with cosponsors Rep. Barbara Lee (CA-13), Rep. Robin L.Kelly
(IL-02), Rep. Nikema Williams (GA-05), and Rep. Jahana Hayes (CT-5). Contact Kia Henry at Kia.Henry@mail.house.gov in the office of Rep.Blunt
Rochester to cosponsor the HELP Act.

HIV in Massachusetts Ending the HIV Epidemic

Nationally, more than 38,000 people are newly diagnosed with HIV each year, More than 50% of new HIV diagnoses in 2016 and 2017 occurred in 48

and of the 1.1 million people living with HIV, only half are in regular care and counties, Washington, D.C., and San Juan, Puerto Rico. These 50 jurisdictions
benefiting from treatment. Treating people with HIV rapidly and effectively to are prioritized in Phase | of the Ending the HIV Epidemic initiative and seven
reach sustained viral suppression is important for people with HIV to stay states with a disproportionate occurrence of HIV in rural areas.

healthy and to prevent new HIV transmissions.

Targeted EHE Jurisdictions

From AIDSVu: Prevalence Rate
Ratios, by Race/Ethnicity,2018

. . . . . Suffolk C
The rate of Black males living with an HIV diagnosis is 5.1 times ol county

that of White males. ‘

Therate of Hispanic/Latino males living with an HIV diagnosis is
3.7 times that of White males.

The rate of Black females living with an HIV diagnosis is 22.9
times that of White females.

The initiative will be expanded nationally as funding allows.

Therate of Hispanic/Latina females living with an HIV diagnosis is
9.0 times that of White females.

HIV Epidemic Loan-Repayment Program

The new loan repayment program would offer up to $250,000 in loan repayment to HIV clinicians and dentists for up to five years of service providing HIV-
related treatment in Health Professional Shortage Areas (HPSASs), Ryan White-funded clinical sites or a service area that meet criteria to be defined by the
Health Resources and Services Administration’s (HRSA) HIV/AIDS Bureau.

Primary Care Health Professional Shortage Areas HRSA'S Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program (RWHAP)

A HPSA is a geographic area, population group, or health care facility that RWHAP supports direct health care and support services for over half a
HRSA has designated as having a shortage of health professionals. These areas million people with HIV — approximately half of all people with diagnosed
have a shortage of primary or dental care providers. HIV in the United States, of which 73.4% of the clients are members of ethnic

minority populations.

The number of total Primary Care HPSA
Designation in Massachusetts 62

12,550 clients received services from Massachusetts's

Ryan White Programin 2018

The number of Practitioners needed to remove the
HPSA designation in Massachusetts 109
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https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2720997
https://www.hiv.gov/federal-response/ending-the-hiv-epidemic/jurisdictions/phase-one
https://ahead.hiv.gov/
https://ahead.hiv.gov/
https://ahead.hiv.gov/
mailto:Kia.Henry@mail.house.gov
https://www.kff.org/other/state-indicator/primary-care-health-professional-shortage-areas-hpsas/?currentTimeframe=0&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D
https://hab.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hab/data/datareports/RWHAP-annual-client-level-data-report-2018.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/cid/article/63/7/966/2389175
https://academic.oup.com/cid/article-abstract/72/9/1615/5811408?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://aidsvu.org/local-data/united-states/northeast/massachusetts/

Massachusetts

20 , 739 People livingwith HIVin Massachusettsin 2018

Rate of adults/adolescents living with an HIV
diagnosis per 100,000 population
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0-50 51 -60 61-80
121 - 150 151 - 190 191 - 250 251 - 380

Income Status of All Ryan White Clients

Percentage living in poverty
(At or below 100% of
Federal Poverty Level)

‘— 600 %

of clients in Massachusetts with an HIV diagnosis who had atleast one
medical visitand had at least one viral load reported were virally suppressed

Massachusetts Ryan White Program Funding (FY20)

State Part A Part B Part C Part D Part F EHE AETC Total*

Massachusetts|  $14,894.764 | $25,699.238 | $7.145458 | $1.880.846 | $947,687| $1,117,069 | $2,107,983 | $53,793,045

hivma *The total does not include funding forthe CARES Actor the Special Programs of National Significance.
sociation

hiv medicine os:

May 2021


https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/pdf/library/reports/surveillance/cdc-hiv-surveillance-report-2018-updated-vol-31.pdf
https://hab.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hab/data/datareports/RWHAP-annual-client-level-data-report-2019.pdf
https://hab.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hab/data/datareports/RWHAP-annual-client-level-data-report-2019.pdf
https://hab.hrsa.gov/about-ryan-white-hivaids-program/about-ryan-white-hivaids-program
https://hab.hrsa.gov/coronavirus/cares-FY2020-awards
https://hab.hrsa.gov/about-ryan-white-hivaids-program/part-f-special-projects-national-significance-spns-program
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