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August 5, 2020
Dear Senators McConnell and Schumer and Representatives Pelosi and McCarthy,
As organizations representing health care providers, scientists, public health, patients, industry
and advocates, we write to thank you for your leadership in developing the Health, Economic
Assistance, Liability Protection and Schools (HEALS) Act and to emphasize the importance of
addressing antimicrobial resistance (AMR) as a component of the COVID-19 response.
While the exact impacts of AMR on the COVID-19 pandemic are not yet fully understood,
evidence has emerged of secondary infections among COVID-19 patients. Roughly 1 in 5
patients appear to suffer secondary bacterial and fungal infections, a risk that rises for patients in
ICUs and those on mechanical ventilation; the longer patients remain on ventilation, the higher
their risk for acquiring a secondary infection. 1 An earlier report on 191 patients found that
ventilator-associated bacterial pneumonia occurred in 31 percent of the patients requiring
invasive mechanical ventilation. 2
We are deeply concerned that our antibiotic research and development (R&D) capacity was
already insufficient to meet patient needs before COVID-19. In 2019, two small antibiotic
companies with new antibiotics on the market filed for bankruptcy. On March 16 of this year, the
small antibiotic company Tetraphase was acquired by another pharmaceutical company for only
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$14 million, despite having a valuable new antibiotic on the market. This extremely low valuing
of antibiotics has caused nearly all large pharmaceutical companies and the venture capitalists
that sustain smaller companies to exit antibiotic R&D. Funding to provide some return on
investment for novel antibiotics, like through the post-approval support that BARDA’s Project
BioShield provided to Paratek in December 2019, is an essential piece of the solution to prevent
the collapse of new antibiotic development at this critical time.
We appreciate inclusion of the DISARM Act, which would take antibiotics for serious and lifethreatening infections out of the DRG and pay for them separately in addition to requiring
additional stewardship measures and surveillance reporting, in previous COVID-19 legislation
packages. We also appreciate the inclusion of $500 million for BARDA to support U.S.-based
next-generation manufacturing facilities in the House of Representatives’ Health Heroes Act. We
further urge that any funding be directed to post-approval support and available for all AMR
threats, not just traditional biothreats.
There is no “one-size-fits-all” approach to addressing AMR. Either of these proposed solutions
are crucial to improving antibiotic R&D capacity in the U.S. but are only two of many methods
to solving this global epidemic. We urge you to include one or both of these solutions in the final
COVID-19 legislation package.
Thank you for your continued attention to antimicrobial resistance throughout the COVID-19
response. We hope that expanding antibiotic resistance R&D, stewardship and surveillance
activities during this critical time will help detect, prevent and treat potentially resistant
secondary infections in COVID-19 patients.
Sincerely,
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